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KNOW YOUR TERMINOLOGY 
For Securing Our Schools 

 

Using the same Terminology throughout the district is critical in situations that impact the 

safety of students and staff. Three plain language terms are used by schools, police, and 

members of the media during such events.  
 

“Lockdown” “Hold and Secure” “Shelter in Place” 
 

"Lockdown" is used when there is a major immediate threat of serious violence inside the 

school or on school property. 

 Classroom doors will be locked and students are moved to a safe area in the classroom. 

 All movement in and out of the school and within the school is restricted. 

 Outside doors are to be locked, except in the case where the threat is already in the 

building. 

 

"Hold and Secure" is used to secure the school due to an ongoing situation outside the 

school that requires all persons to remain in the building. Examples may include a bank 

robbery or domestic situation near a school. 

 The school continues to function normally, with the exterior doors locked until the situation 

is resolved. 

 Staff member posted near each entrance to ensure no one leaves the building. 

 All movement in and out of the school is restricted. 

 Notification of situation may come from local law enforcement or school employees. 

 

"Shelter in Place" is used for an environmental, or weather related situation, where it is 

necessary to keep all occupants within the school for their protection.  This response may be 

recommended by Police, Fire Department, EMS, etc. Examples may include chemical spills, 

blackouts, explosions, or extreme weather conditions. 

 People enter and remain in the school with the doors and windows closed. 

 Fans including heating and air conditioning units may be turned off to restrict air from 

outside entering the building. 

 Normal operations may continue within the building. 

 

Communication to Parent/Guardian in Secure School Situations 

Updates will be posted on our website: www.emmettschools.org. Voice and/or email messages 

will be sent to the parent/guardian's contact information provided to the school.  In certain 

situations the following media outlets will be notified.  
 

RADIO STATIONS: KIZN (92 FM) - KZMG (93.1) - KBOI (670 AM) - KQFC (98 FM) - KKGL (96.9 FM) - KTIK 

(1350 AM) - KIDO (580 AM) - MIX106 (106 FM) - LITE (107.9 FM) - KFXD (630 AM) - KSRV (1380 AM & 96.1FM) 

- KBSU (91.5 FM) - KINF (99.1 FM & 730 AM) – KISS FM (103.5 FM) – Wow Country (104.3 FM) 

TELEVISION STATIONS: KBOI (Channel 2) - KIVI (Channel 6) - KTVB (Channel7) 

http://www.emmettschools.org/

